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Amphibia Mundi: call for contributions
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For many research works, as well as for decisions regarding environment, conservation
and trade, biologists, conservationists and administrators need updated lists of taxa. As the
taxonomy of the living orgamsms of our planet is constantly changing and improving, 1t is
often difficult for non-speciabsts to find adequate information m ths field, hence the useful-
ness of comprehensive checkhists and catalogues giving hsts of taxa and references to major
works dealing with these taxa Nowadays, an easy and quick way to obtain this information,
although lete or partly g ate, 15 through miernet sites. However,
because of their lack of permanence, such sites cannot be reliable scientific references
{Dugois, 2003), and 1t 1s necessary to have paper publications which can be permanently
consulted and quoted Because of the i changes n s, such published hsts
must be regularly updated through “additions™ or “supplements”, or through new, entirely
revised, editions. Starting with 1ts next volume, the journal Afyzes wiil publish such additions
and updated lists for all groups of amphubians.

Printed lists of world recent have been since the b of
zoology Today, beside the Zoologicul Record, four basic publications provide most of the
mformation needed 10 find the state of the art in recent amphibian taxonomy, with key
references to most of the relevant literature. Despite its shortcomings (Duots, 1987) and
unul 31 May 1984, FrosT's (1985)checklhist 1s the cornerstone 1n this respect, but it should not
be used alone. For subspecies and synonyms, most of which are 1ignored m this hst. informa-
tion unul 1 January 1970 can be found 1n GorHAM (1974), but after that date all volumes of
the Zoologtcul Record should be consalted, which 1s quite heavy. DutLisan (1993) provided
an update of new taxa and taxonomic changes published between | June 1984 and 31
December 1992, and Graw et al (1998} comp.ed a Iist of new taxa (but not taxonomic
changes} published from 31 December 1992 to 31 December 1997 After that year. the
Zoological Record must be consulted

The situation is less good coneerning fossil amphibians. For two groups only, recent
checklists are available anurans (Sanciiz, 1998} and lepospondyls (CarrOLL et al.. 1998)
For urodeles and cecilians, a rather recent work 15 available {Estes, 1981) For all other
all-fossil groups wsually referred to the ampmibians, and isted i the Zoological Record as
labyrinthodonts. information must be seeked n the latter vearly publication, as well as
various other sources (Ko HN. 1933, 1938, 1960. 1963, 1967. HauBOL D, 1971, BLNTON. 1993)
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It 15 our aim to provide progressively biologists and other users with updated catalogues
of all these recent and fossil groups, in a series of fascicles called Amphibia Mundi that wilt be
regularly published as part of the journal Alytes. These contributions will be of two kinds.

(1) Taxonomic novelties. These will simply provide checklists of new taxa and new nomng
of amphibians published during a given period. These lists however will not include other
pieces of information that would be necessary to have an updated knowledge of the taxonomy
of any given group, such as new synonyms, changes n taxonomic rank or in higher taxonomic
allocation, | 1 acts (sut of type-spe or typ
first-reviser action choosing between competing nomina or spellmgs, etc.).

(2) Taxonomuc catalogues. In parallel with the publication of lhe checklists of novelties,
Alytes will regularly publish more detailed and ding the state
of the art of taxonomy of amphibian taxa or faunae. The units used for such catalogues will
be either taxonomic (family, subfamily, tribe, genus, etc ) or geograple (country, 1sland,
contment, zoogeographical region, etc.) A standard format will be used to present the
nformation given for all nomina (both valid ones and synonyms): complete reference (and
exact date of publ if lable); bearing type and its mode of designation,
type-locality and its coordinates (for species and subspecies); known distribution of taxon
(list of geographic units of known occurrence), major references to literature and iconogra-
phy, The lature of zoological taxa is currently regulated by the fourth
edition of the Inrernational Code of Zoological hammzlalure (ANONYMOUS, 1999), which has
force of law for all zool. and editors of zool worldwide. Whatever our
opimion on some of the Rules of this Code, Amphibia Mundi will stuictly follow these Rules to
establish the valid nomen of any taxon This means that, whenever published works ignored
some of these Rules, the correct 1 will be blished 10 Amphibia Munch, with
appropriate comments.

The first 1ssue of Amphibia Mund: will nclude a first checklist of taxonomic novelties,
prepared by Ronald I. Crombie, Alam Dubos and Frank Glaw, and covering the period
1998-2002, as well as an example of taxonomic catalogue Several such catalogues are
currently being prepared, but they will be pubhished only when all the needed information 1s
available, a goal which m some cases 1s not easy to reach because of the difficulties 1n obtaining
some publications or some data.

From now on, we are calling for the contribution of all interested colleagues worldwide
to join us for this endeavour Colleagues can contribute to Aniphihia Mundi n two different
and complementary ways (1) by sending us reprints. photocopies or electronic copies of their
publications presenting new taxa or normuna of Amphibia, or new taxonomic, nomenclatural
or distributional information concerning amptubian taxa. this will ensure that we do not
1gnore these works in our checklists and catalogues, addiionally, information on the exact
publication date of each work (1 e., date of 1ts public distribution), when available, will be most
welcome, (2) by proposing to prepare, or contribute to prepare, given catalogues of amphi-
buan taxa or faunae, we will then provide these colleagues with detailed information on the
format that should be followed For both kinds of contribations, you are welcome to contact
the address above

Source . MNHIN, Paris



Dusots 173

LiTERATURE CITED

ANONYMOoUs {1 £ C on logical 1999. ! code of
'oolaglm/ nomenclature Fourth edition. London, International Trust for zoological Nomencla-
tare: i-xxix + 1-3
Benton, M. I, 1993. Thefﬂsrll record 2. London, Chapman & Halk: i-xvu + 1-845,
CarroiL, R L, Bossy, K A, Mnaer, A C, AnDRews, S M & Wetistean, C F, 1998 -
tseid

Lepospondyh Microsaunia, Nectridea, Lysorophia, A I, Arstopoda, Ach
I P WELLNHOYER (ed ), Hundbuch der Pulaoherperologie. 1, Munchen, Fredrich Pleil. 1 xu +
1216

Dugoss, A , 1987 - Living amphibians of the world a first step towards a comprehensive checklist

Alptes, 5 (3): 99-149.
2003 Edutonal Should internct sites be n the bibli of scientific

Alpres, 21 (12 12,

DueLLmaN, W. E 1993 Amphibian species of the world. additions and corrections. Unrversity of
Kansas Museum of natural Hustory special Publications, 2X: [i-it] + i-iu + 1-372,

Estes, R.. 1981 Gymnophiona, Cauddta In P WELLNHOFER (ed ), Handbuch der Palaoherpetologie, 2,
Stuttgart, Gustav Fischer: i-xv + 1-115.

FrosT, D. R, (ed.), 1985,  Amphibian species of the world Lawrence, Allen Press & Assoc Syst. Coll *
fev] + iy + 1732

Graw. F, KOHLER, J, LOTTERS, S & Vinces. M, 1998 Vorlaufige Liste und B.bliographie neubes-
choebener Amphibienarten und -unterarten von 1993 bis 1997 Elaphe, 6 (1) 1-xxiv.

GorRHAM, § W . 1974. - Checklist of world amphibians up to January 1. 1970 Saint John, The New
Brunswick Museum: 1 173

Hatporp, H, 1971 - Ichnia Amphibiorum et Reptiliorum fossthum In, O. KuN (ed ) Handbich der
Palioherpetologre, 18, Stuttgart, Gustav Fischer: i-viii + 1-124,

KunN, O, 1933. - Labyrithodontia. Fossilum Catalogus, £, Animalia, 61, 1-114,

1 Stegocephaha (Labyrinthodontus excluss) Fossifun Catalogus., 1. Amimali. 84 (1) 1-60
Amphibia Supplementum I ad Partes 61 ¢t 84 Fossilum Cutalogus. I, Ananalia, 97 1-164
Die Amphibien. Krailimg bei Minchen, Oeben: 1-102
Amphubicn wnd Reprikien Stutigart, Gustay Fischer evis + 1 124
Sancuiz, B., 1998. — Salenva, Ja: P WiLLNHORR (ed ), Handbuch der Palioherpetologie. Teil 4,

Munchen. Friednch Pfeil: 1-xi + 1-275

© 1SSCA 2004

Source . MNHN, Paris



